Dear Friends,

I have just returned from a trip to Corvallis, Oregon, the place
where Jennifer calls home. We had initially planned a trip to Alaska for my birthday, but family circumstances made it apparent we
needed to be in Oregon, so we cancelled. I want you all to know
how thankful I am for the time we had to be with family.
Ken, Jennifer’s father, has significant dementia.
I know many of you reading this note have firsthand experience
with your own loved ones who have suffered, or do suffer, from a
same or similar condition. I feel for you, as you may feel for us.
We went to Oregon with the intention of offering respite to Ken’s
primary caregiver and to visit Jennifer’s mother, Dawn (who is an
amazing woman), as well as visit with a few other family members
we could pray for and support.
When the time came to visit Ken, I brought my guitar. I almost always do in such moments. Folks remember scriptures, poems,
hymns, and radio songs from their early years. I can’t play as well
as I used to, but I did my best to play songs I thought might be familiar to him. As I played, he tapped his fingers on his lunch/dinner
tray. A tender moment.
John Denver, “Country Roads, Take Me Home” - He knew that
one and remembered the chorus.
Continued on page 2

Simon and Garfunkel, “Kathy’s Song” – There was a flash of recognition in
Ken’s eyes as we sang to him (with tears in our eyes) the verse “And as I
watch the drops of rain, weave their weary paths and die, I know that I am
like the rain, there but for the grace of you go I.”
“Amazing Grace” – He remembered as many verses from that poem/hymn
as anything else we sang or recited together that day, except for one
lengthy poem:
“The Cremation of Sam McGee,” by Robert Service.
He knew this one by heart.
Jennifer started reciting the poem to him, and Ken matched her stanza for
stanza, verse for verse, line for line.
Ken does not recognize us. He looks at me like I am a stranger in his
home, and he does not recognize his grandson, Ned.
He does recognize Jennifer’s voice, which is a blessing.
He struggles to do very basic things.
He was a Pastor, Educator, Marriage and Family Therapist, River Guide,
and more and now needs a caregiver to help him day-to-day.

Ken was and is not perfect. He made many mistakes. Some of them big
ones. But, we felt, and continue to feel, we made the right decision to go to
Oregon and be some far-removed version of Christ to him and his caregiver - as well as a few others.
Thank you for your support.
Grace and Peace,

Jeffrey

Save the Date
Church Conference
Saturday, November 12
10AM
All invited.
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LGUMC is a reconciling church,
which welcomes all persons as Christ did
regardless of age, race, gender,
sexual orientation, cultural background,
physical or mental health, family status, or financial circumstances.
We welcome all persons into full participation into the life of the congregation..

Thursday, November 17, 7PM
Los Gatos Annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service

Sunday, November 6, 10AM
Contemporary Worship Service
All Saints Sunday
Scriptures
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21;
Revelation 7:9-17
Sermon
Robed In White
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching

Sunday, November 13, 10AM
Traditional Worship Service
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Mimi Carlson will be guest flutist
for the prelude, offertory
and postlude.
Scriptures
Galatians 6:1-10; Luke 21:5-19
Sermon
To Fulfill the Law of Christ
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching

Sunday, November 20, 10AM
Contemporary Worship Service
Reign of Christ Sunday
Scriptures
Psalm 46; Luke 23:33-43
Sermon
Remember Me
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching

Sunday, November 27, 10AM
Traditional Worship Service
Frist Sunday of Advent
Scriptures
Psalm 122; Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon
The Hope of Advent
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching

In.person Service
10AM, every Sunday
or on.line at lgumc.org,
LGUMC Facebook page,
or Los Gatos UMC YouTube.
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HELP US HOST
THE INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE
As hosts of this year’s Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, we need donations of cookies and assistance in setting up before the service and cleaning up afterwards. Please leave cookies after
church on Sunday, 11/13, at the coffee-serving table or in the church office Monday - Thursday,
10AM-2PM, or Thursday afternoon, 2PM-5PM.
Contact Jean Mundell, jmundell@earthlink.net, if you can help with pre-service setting up or post
-reception clearing.
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
Fall 2022
Celebrate Wonder All Ages is a curriculum that honors the spiritual
life of children. Celebrate Wonder All Ages will engage children in
open-ended exploration and inquiry of the Bible. Through experiential
activities, spiritual practices, and reflection, Celebrate Wonder All Ages serves as a biblical guide to help children make meaning for their
lives. This curriculum seeks to deepen children’s faith formation and
to create a safe space for children to ask big questions and claim their
spiritual identity as children of God.
September Unit 1:

Call

October Unit 2:

Seeking

November Unit 3:

Voice

I’m very happy to be leading Sunday school again, I enjoy and appreciate each of your children.

YOUTH GROUP GATHERING
Sunday, December 11, 6:00-7:30PM
We will catch up with each other, play games, talk about Advent, Christmas, and traditions. We ask each youth to bring a gift card to be given out
at our shower ministry. Our clients appreciate any gift card and a pair of
new socks. I gave a man on the street a bag which contained a bottled water, tooth brush, and a new pair of socks. After
he thanked me I heard him say, “I love new
socks.” I was trying to bless him and he, for
sure, blessed me!
Contact Information
Jonnye Cartmill
Children & Youth
jonnye.cartmill@gmail.com
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Kindred Spirits
Our next meeting will be held November 9, 11:30AM, in the Mandarin
Gourmet Restaurant, 5560 Santa Teresa Blvd, San Jose (across from
Target in Oakridge Mall). We hope you can join us there for our annual
holiday luncheon and book exchange. Please remember to bring a
wrapped book for the exchange. It doesn’t have to be a new book, and can be either
hardcover or paperback. Please RSVP to Sharon Armstrong, who is also available to
answer any questions.

Thankful - for Shaving Cream!
The Shower Ministry is always in need of shaving cream for our men. They really enjoy
a weekly clean shave, which is hard to get without shaving cream. We will be collecting
shaving cream throughout November- please buy a couple of extra full size cans, and
place them in the marked basket in the Narthex. Thank you!

“As we express our gratitude we
must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter the
words, but to live by them”
~ John F. Kennedy

The Ushering Team at LGUMC needs YOU!
Any responsible member is welcome.
Contact Kenneth Kasper, keescornell@yahoo.com
Technicians needed !

We are in need of people willing to learn and join our team of Sunday technicians.
We will train you!
Contact Pam Parisi, parisipamela@yahoo.com
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CHILDREN’S GIFT TREE
BEGINS THE SUNDAY BEFORE THANKSGIVING
The Los Gatos United Methodist Church’s annual Children’s Gift Tree project begins
on Sunday, November 20, which is the Sunday before Thanksgiving.
We are providing gifts to children in the Rouleau Head Start program and the State
pre-school program, both located in East San Jose. These are special programs for
children ages 3 to 6 years old who come from low income families.
We give each child a large Christmas bag containing educational items suggested by their
teachers. These Items can include crayons, pencils, paper, pre-school workbooks, easy dot-to
-dots, learning games, and pre-school story books. Other items you might consider are play
dough, stickers, socks, or a small toy. We will also gladly accept monetary donations, as our
Big Elf will shop for you!
Please return your monetary donations or the items you have purchased before December 4. This way
we will have time to shop and deliver the gifts before the children start their winter break from school.
Michael and Carol Crow will not be available to chair this project next year, so If you want the Christmas
Gift Tree to continue, consider volunteering to assist with this project. Contact Ursula Young, Outreach
Chair, or Michael or Carol Crow .
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The U.S. Senate has passed legislation that would
make daylight saving time permanent starting in
2023, ending the twice-annual changing of clocks in
a move promoted by supporters advocating brighter
afternoons and more economic activity.
The Senate approved the measure, called the Sunshine Protection Act, unanimously by voice vote.
The House of Representatives, which has held a
committee hearing on the matter, must still pass the
bill before it can go to President Joe Biden to sign.

Sunday, November 6

Los Gatos Concert Series
Presented by the Los Gatos Community Concert Associate
Spanish Brass - Brass Quartet,
Novernber 6, 2:30PM
Los Gatos High School Theatre
Spanish Brass has given hundreds of concerts in the world's most prestigious venues and is hailed as
one of the most exciting and artistic brass quintets to come on the scene in recent years. These five
Spanish musicians set the highest standard for brass chamber music. World Class Brass
For more information: www.lgcca.org or email info@lgcca.org or call 408.529.8913

If you have misplaced, lost or, otherwise, forgot to return your Estimate of Giving Card...never fear!
You can find a replacement card on page 10.

IN OUR PRAYERS

~ Please keep the following persons and their families
in your prayers for continued recovery, care and support ~
Aki Okuno, Celia Palm, Charley Ann Cobb,
Pat Salem, Anne-Marie Wiggers, Eleanor Blumenthal,
Becky Schmitt, Peggy Rose, Kay Thoresen, Joy Palmer,
Norm & Adrienne Zimmerman, Ada Sutton,
Eric Muller, Lois Stocking, Dee Heckman,
The McNeil Family, The Lang Family, The Fisher Family,
The Homeless, Our First Responders,
Prayers of Peace for all people and all countries.
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Our Small Group Ministry is designed to
help us grow as followers of
Jesus Christ and support
each other along the way.

Circle of Support

Christina Capps, 408.531.9193,
kl_capps@yahoo.com

Kindred Spirits Book Group
Faith, Reason & Community
Carole Mateer, 408.353.2357,
gcmateer@aol.com

Men’s Spirituality Group

Ed Burling, edburling@gmail.com
Glen Stansbury, glennsmail@yahoo.com

Sharon Armstrong, 408.857.7669,
ssarmstrong@gmail.com

United Women in Faith
(formerly UMW)
Contact Christina Capps,
kl_capps@yahoo.com

Gift Stitchers
Social Justice

Dan & Wendy Hendry,
wenhendry@comcast.net

Saturday Morning Men’s Group
Elwin Stocking,
l.e.stocking@comcast.net

Great Decisions Discussion Group
Dan & Wendy Hendry,
wenhendry@comcast.net

Christina Capps, 408.531.9193,
kl_capps@yahoo.com
Judy Petrokas, 408.930.2162

Outreach

Ursula Young, 408.354.7739,
ursulayoung@gmail.com

Chancel Choir

Linda Juhl
lkjuhl2@gmail.com

Divine Design
Lani Ballard
lanib@att.net

If you have an interest in any of our ministries
mentioned here, please contact the person
responsible for that group.
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Estimate of Giving Card can be mailed to:
LGUMC
111 Church St.
Los Gatos, CA 95030
Attn: Cindy Cook
Or call the Church Office,
408.354.4730 X101
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Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday 10AM—2PM
Friday—Closed

Church Council Members
Chair of the Church Board
Ray Owen, ray.owen@comcast.net
Chair of the Board of Trustees
Glenn Stansbury, glenn.stansbury@lgumc.org
Chair of Staff Parish Relations
Tom Waldrop, twaldrop@sbcglobal.net
Chair of Finance Committee
Doug Evans, eldoug1@msn.com
Chair of Health Ministries
TBD
Chair of Grace Preschool Board
Rita Matthews, fourwinn156@hotmail.com
Ann Reynolds, reynolds_reese@yahoo.com
Chair of LOSNSC Board
Trudy Burling, trudyburling@hotmail.com

Our Ministry
& Office Staff
Reverend Jeffrey D. Hall, Sr. Pastor
X102, (direct) 408.354.7803
revjeffumc@mac.com
Jonnye Cartmill, Children / Youth
jonnye.cartmill@gmail.com
Marcelle Dougan, Director of Health & Wellness Edu.
908.347.4687, marcelle.dougan@lgumc.org
Joyce Rhodes, Organist
joyce.rhodes@lgumc.org
Mary Lou Abrahamson, Ad. Min. / Communications
408.507.7140, marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org

Team Rep. of Social Justice Team
Jean Mundell, jmundell@earthlink.net

Cindy Cook, Financial Secretary (A/R)
X101, cindy.cook@lgumc.org

Lay Member of Annual Conference
Judy Petrokas, quiltqueen@ix.netcom.com
408.930.2162
Gail Hybarger, ca.unicorn@pacbell.net

Shannon Albert, Accountant (A/P)
X104, shannon.albert@lgumc.org

Chair of Endowment
TBD

Kristy Currie, Director, Grace Preschool
408.354.7163, kristy.currie@lgumc.org

Chair Outreach Team
Ursula Young, ursulayoung@gmail.com

Chair Congregational Care Ministry
Lois & Elwin Stocking,
l.e.stocking@comcast.net
Chair United Women in Faith (formerly UMW)
Christina Capps, kl_capps@yahoo.com
Ruth Oveland, roveland@sbcglobal.net

Kathy Mlinarich, Director, Live Oak Senior Nutrition
408.354.0707, kathy.mlinarich@lgumc.org
Richard Garcia, Facilities Engineer
408.627.3345
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The Spire
Los Gatos United Methodist Church
111 Church Street
Los Gatos, CA 95030
408.354.4730 . www.lgumc.org
to be removed from mail or email list:
marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org
Editor: Mary Lou Abrahamson

If you no longer wish to receive this mailing,
please mail or email to the address shown at left.
Thank You.

Our Mission

Growing as followers of Jesus Christ
who live God’s love in the world.

“Serving Christ in this Community
since 1866.”

Sr. Pastor
Pastor Jeffrey D. Hall
Please join us for in-person
Sunday Worship
10AM
or online at
lgumc.org, Facebook or YouTube

Find out more about our Ministries!
Go to www.LGUMC.org

All Welcome!
We are a Reconciling Congregation
No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins,
sexual orientation or challenging conditions.

