Dear Friends,
As we stand at the threshold of 2022, I invite us to take some time for reflection. To consider our
lives. To look back over the past 12 months and ask ourselves: Did we do all that we hoped to
do? Did we leave anything undone? Did we say what we wanted to say to the people we wanted
to say it to? Were we true to our best selves? Did we take care of ourselves – our whole selves –
body, mind, and soul?
When I was a boy, my grandfather told me time goes by faster as you get older. At that age, I didn’t really understand what he meant. Now, I think I do. One day we are waving goodbye to our
child on the school bus their first day of school. The next day we are waving goodbye at an airport
terminal as they go off to live their life in some other part of the world. One day, we are walking
them across the street. The next day, we are walking them down the aisle.
We live at such a frenetic pace; I worry we are rushing to our graves. The alarm clock goes off.
We get up. Get dressed. Get on our computer or turn on the tv or check our phone while we grab
something for breakfast. We jump in our car and race through the day as we find ourselves in yet
another ZOOM meeting, multitasking on our cell phones or tablets or whatever other gadgets we
have come up with that keep us from seeing the sun and the sky, or hearing the wind and the
birds, or lighting a candle and offering a prayer for our friend who has surgery. Part of us knows
better, but we too often are swept away by the tide that will eventually leave us “marooned on unsure ground.”
(J. O’ Donohue)
I suppose, as the writer of Ecclesiastes says, there is a time for everything.
For everything there is a season,
And a time for every matter under heaven. Eccl. 3:1
There is a time for heavily impacted calendars, cell phones, tablets, and ZOOM meetings. But our
souls will sicken without time beside still waters. We need time to slow down, to be restored, and
to reflect upon our lives and world. Time when there is nothing else to do but rest and, as John
O’ Donohue wrote, “patiently learn to receive the self we have forsaken for the race of days.”
During this time of reflection, I also invite us to look ahead to 2022. What hopes and dreams do
we bring to this New Year? What are our aspirations? What gentle intention might we set to orient
our hearts? How can we open to all the small miracles we may have previously rushed through?
Perhaps now is the time for silence? Perhaps now is the time to be still? Perhaps this is the year
you will be gentle with yourself? These are questions that come with the gift of slow time. Indeed,
there is a time for every matter under heaven. This January, I pray you and I might receive this
gift: the gift of slow time.
Happy New Year,

Jeffrey

LGUMC is a reconciling church,
which welcomes all
persons as Christ did regardless of
age, race, gender,
sexual orientation, cultural background,
physical or mental health, family status,
or financial circumstances.
We welcome all persons into full
participation into the
life of the congregation.

Sunday, January 2, 10AM
Contemporary Worship Service
with Holy Communion
Epiphany Sunday
Open House Praise Band
Scriptures
Isaiah 60:1-9, Matthew 2:1-12
Sermon
A Star to Guide Us
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching
Sunday, January 9, 10AM
Traditional Worship Service
Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Joyce Rhodes, Organ
Scriptures
Isaiah 43:1-7, Luke 3:7-18
Sermon
Filled With Expectation
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching
Sunday, January 16, 10AM
Contemporary Worship Service
Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Open House Praise Band
Scriptures
Amos 5:24, Genesis 1:1-31
Sermon
No Kinship, No Justice
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching

The Season after Christmas is often called
Epiphany; a time to notice and follow the
Light of Christ into a New Year. It is a time
to see with new eyes and allow new spiritual insights to guide our way. Jesus said,
“Your eye is the lamp of your body. When
your eyes are healthy, your whole body
also is full of Light.” Luke 11:34

Join us for in-person Service
10AM, every Sunday
or on-line at
lgumc.org, LGUMC Facebook page,
or Los Gatos UMC YouTube

Sunday, January 23, 10AM
Traditional Worship Service
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Joyce Rhodes, Organ
Scriptures
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a: Luke 4:14-21
Sermon
The Year of God’s Favor
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching
Sunday, January 30, 10AM
Contemporary Worship Service
Fourth Sunday of the Epiphany
Open House Praise Band
Scriptures
Jeremiah 1:4-10, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Sermon
What Love Looks Like
Rev. Jeffrey D. Hall, Preaching
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Christmas Giving Tree
Report 2021
I want to thank all the
members of the congregation
who assisted with this year's gifting
to the preschoolers at Rouleau Head
Start and the California State preschool in
East San Jose for their desire to continue the
program and their donations of books, underwear socks,
toys and cash.
Gift bags were delivered Friday afternoon, December
10, for 15 boys and 14 girls. Each bag contained four
pair of socks, two underpants, two or more books (hardback
and paperback), crayons or colored pencils, one or more
educational games/workbooks and a toy.
Cash donations were used to purchase the educational items suggested by
the classroom teachers. With prudent purchasing and discounts, expenditures came
very close to funds received.
Shopping, packaging and delivery were quite fun. Perhaps you'd like to
participate. I am accepting applications for an elf-in-training. Please contact
Ursula Young or a member of the Outreach Committee.
Until next Thanksgiving, here's Wishing you a Ho, Ho Merry Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy New Year!

Thanks, Mike and Carol (Crow), for all your wonderful work. We are
sure it was greatly appreciated, and it would not have happened
without your initiative and engagement. Organizing, collecting and
distributing all the gifts is quite an accomplishment!
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This year the LGUMC Social Justice Committee is focused on environmental justice. Every
day we are impacted with news articles of disasters caused by global climate change: massive fires
in California and Australia, unusually destructive hurricanes and rainstorms in the south and eastern
parts of the United States, massive tornado storms throughout the southeastern part of the United
States, and severe droughts from the Philippines to the continent of Africa causing severe food
shortages and displacement of millions of people.

UMC has long been attentive to the realities of climate change. In its 2016 Social Principles,
the Church stated:
“We acknowledge the global impact of humanity’s disregard for God’s creation. The adverse impacts
of global climate change disproportionately effects individual and nations least responsible for the
emissions.”
Most often, the communities that are most impacted, both in the U.S. and around the world,
are communities of color, people living in poverty, and those with the least power to change their trajectory. Those most affected by global warming also have the fewest resources to make a change.
Reverend Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe recently stated in a Church and Society article, “We thankfully admit that as a Church we are committed and engaged in offering humanitarian care and relief
when natural and human-made disasters occur. We are not as good at addressing the big picture of
justice issues, such as global warming, poverty and health care, with long-term policies of care and
prevention. We have known for years ways to mitigate and turn around global warming that leads to
climate change. But we put it off in favor of convenience, desire, false hope and greed through willful neglect, scorn and disregard of scientific evidence.”
Hopefully, we as a congregation, can commit to working on this social justice issue which is
not only about the survival of our planet, but also a testament to our faith.

January 17

Ready to resume in-person meetings?
Reserve your rooms now!
Contact marylou.abrahamson@lgumc to
reserve rooms, or on-line at our website, lgumc.org.
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We are going to hold an in-person Colonet volunteer meeting
in Café Hope on Sunday, January 9, 11:30AM after the worship
service.
Those who should attend are folks (adults & youths) who wish to
travel to Mexico with the April 9 -16, 2022 Colonet mission team.

All adults who plan to participate in April 2022 must be vaccinated and “boostered.” Proof of
all vaccinations is required.
Youths who plan to participate in April 2022 must be vaccinated if they are vaccine eligible.
Those youths who are eligible for boosters must get them (6 months since 2nd mRNA shots from
either Pfizer or Moderna/ 6 months since the initial J&J shot). Again, vaccination proof is mandatory for April travel participants.

Kindred Spirits
Happy New Year!
Though the pandemic
lingers, we are hopeful
2022 will be a better
year for all. Having
said that, it is perhaps
fitting that our first chosen book of the new
year is Anxious People by Fredrik Backman.
We shall meet in the Social Hall on January
12, 7PM (note the new time) for our discussion.

COFFEE IS BEING SERVED!
Join fellow worshippers for coffee, tea, hot cocoa,
and fellowship after church. We are easing into
fellowship hour by serving hot beverages, but are
not yet providing cookies or other edibles until it is
really safe to do so, since COVID surges are still
happening in some areas. Masks are still required
while people are at the serving table.

This story is equal parts comedy, relationship drama, and a locked-room mystery. It
takes place in an apartment open for viewing to potential buyers when an inept bank
robber bursts in and takes eight people hostage. Over time, these eight quirky and
anxious people discover they have more in
common than they imagined. In the midst
of both humor and heartbreak, the author
manages to give insights into the human
condition with a gentle reminder to be compassionate to all the anxious people we encounter every day.
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From left to right: Reverend Jeffrey Hall, Tom Waldrop, Toni Kent and Marna Taylor from Los Gatos United Methodist, and Evelyn Lane and Ed
Lozowiki from St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
Volunteers not pictured: Heather Newberry, Kitty Muller, Julie Ankennrandt, Vonda Breed, Ed Burling, Kasey Rice and Karen Alfeld.
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our nonagenarian

by Nancy Ruhle

Reverend Milton David Wolf came into this world on January 19, 1932, in Redding, California. Dave’s parents died from TB when he was only four years old and was raised by his grandmother, Leota Sevenman, who was part Native American. Dave was an only child, but cousins and extended family were nearby.
Along with his friends, one of whom is still alive and lives in Los Gatos, Dave had fun bicycling,
making hideouts, climbing trees, and enjoying nature. Nearby was Mt. Lassen, a favorite place for visiting and hiking and his interest in astronomy began during those years.
As a youth he attended Mt. Shasta Camp and was on its Board of Directors and in recent years
he served on the Board again. Not having a father, Dave was “adopted” by the Men’s Group of the
Methodist Church and participated in father/son activities as well as youth groups.
It was while he was at Shasta Camp that Dave felt called to the ministry. He attended College of
the Pacific (now UOP) and graduated in 1952. While on campus Dave discovered a 12 to 15 foot telescope that hadn’t been used in years, rehabilitated it, and gave tours to fellow students. Following
graduation he enrolled in the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley and received a Divinity Degree after three years of study and training. During summer breaks Dave worked for the USFS on a Hot Shot
Crew, then was foreman of a suppression crew in Downieville, and finally served as District Patrolman.
Through a friend, Dave met Ruth Marie, who was a teacher in Oakland and they were married in
1956. Dave was then appointed to Happy Camp Methodist Church in Siskiyou County that was made
out of logs and remained there for one-and-a-half years before being appointed to Los Altos Methodist
Church as an associate minister in charge of the youth program and Sunday school. After that he
went to Hollister Methodist Church as the pastor. This became a “homecoming” of sorts when he discovered relatives there.
Along the way, Dave and Ruth Marie had three boys. Brian was born while they were at Happy
Camp, Eric came along during the Los Altos years, and Gary was born in Hollister. There are now
four grandchildren.
Dave spent five years in Hollister before his appointment to St Paul’s in San Jose. He was there
just two years because the smog was so bad that it affected family members, and Dave said, “Send
me north!” North turned out to be east to the Holy Cross UMC in Stockton where Dave remained for
seven years. There he enjoyed the experiment of having small group ministries. Then it was on to St.
Mark UMC in Sacramento. The church had 800 to 900 members. There Dave started small group
ministries and remained for ten years. While at St. Mark’s he was co-founder of the Sierra Service
Project which has now spread to youth groups in several states and is still going strong.
In 1984 he came to Los Gatos. The church had wanted to try a co-ministry and Dave knew Ron
Dunn and persuaded him to join him as co-pastor. After about five years Ron left to have his own
church. Both felt that visiting members in their homes was an important part of ministry and Dave has
done this in all of his churches.
Dave retired after 13 years at LGUMC. In recent years he was honored to become Pastor Emeritus of our church.
Volunteers in Mission was a service dear to his heart and after retirement in 1997, he became the
first Director of the Conference VIM program. Over the years Dave has led VIM projects in Russia,
Mexico, Costa Rica, Brazil, Honduras, and many US states. The position involved securing volunteers
and training leaders for about 30 projects a year.
Dave is a creative person, enjoying wood working and weaving. He has written several books of
poetry, a volume on John Wesley, and other stories and has performed John Muir impersonations for
church and community organizations. In college he started playing the ukulele. Son Brian picked it up,
and to support him, Dave started playing again and is now a member of the San Jose Ukulele Club.
Astronomy has remained a big interest. He, along with Ray Cobb and Gareth Williams, started what
became a Cosmology-Astronomy group. Several other people joined, and the group has been ongoing for 15 years.
Asked to give advice for the younger generations, Dave said, “Develop numerous interests, jump
into the ones you love most, and go with them. And follow John Wesley’s advice: ‘Do all the good you
can, by all the means you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you
can, as long as ever you can.’”
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Please review our protocols:
A mask is not required when you are outside on the church campus.
A mask is required inside regardless of your vaccination status.
Reservations and vaccinations are no longer required for in-person worship.
The sanctuary will be fully open since we believe there will be room to socially distance
based on everyone’s comfort level.
Protocols that will remain in place: (to be reviewed in a month)
No passing of the peace at the beginning of worship.
No passing of a microphone for joys and concerns.
No congregational singing.
No collection of the offering.
(For the sharing of joys and concerns, connection cards will be in the pews. The ushers will collect the cards during the first song/hymn and deliver them to the pastor. The pastor will only read
the joys and concerns during worship that are requested to be publicly shared.)

IN OUR PRAYERS
~ Please keep the following persons and their families
in your prayers for continued recovery, care and support ~
Doug McNeil, Aki Okuno, Celia Palm, Charley Ann Cobb,
Pat Salem, Anne-Marie Wiggers, Eleanor Blumenthal,
Becky Schmitt, Peggy Rose, Kay Thoresen, Joy Palmer,
Ed & Shelley Ahn-Wong, Norm & Adrienne Zimmerman,
Charley Oveland, Eric Muller, Marcia Block,
The Homeless, Our First Responders,
Prayers of Peace for all people and all countries.
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Office Hours:
10AM—3PM
Friday - Closed

Church Council Members

Our Ministry
& Office Staff

Chair of the Church Board
Ray Owen, ray.owen@comcast.net

Reverend Jeffrey Hall, Sr. Pastor
X102, (direct) 408.354.7803
revjeffumc@mac.com

Chair of the Board of Trustees
Glenn Stansbury, glenn.stansbury@lgumc.org

Marcelle Dougan, Director of Health & Wellness Edu.
908.347.4687, marcelle.dougan@lgumc.org

Chair of Staff Parish Relations
Tom Waldrop, twaldrop@sbcglobal.net

Kevin McCullough, Contemporary Music Director
mckevin27@yahoo.com

Chair of Finance Committee
Doug Evans, eldoug1@msn.com

Joyce Rhodes, Organist
joyce.rhodes@lgumc.org

Chair of Health Ministries
TBD

Mary Lou Abrahamson, Ad. Min. / Communications
408.507.7140, marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org

Chair of Grace Preschool Board
Rita Matthews, fourwinn156@hotmail.com
Ann Reynolds, reynolds_reese@yahoo.com

Cindy Cook, Financial Secretary (A/R)
X101, cindy.cook@lgumc.org

Chair of LOSNSC Board
Trudy Burling, trudyburling@hotmail.com
Team Rep. of Social Justice Team
Jean Mundell, jmundell@earthlink.net
Lay Member of Annual Conference
Judy Petrokas, quiltqueen@ix.netcom.com
Gail Hybarger, ca-unicorn@pacbell.net
Chair of Endowment
TBD
Chair Outreach Team
Ursula Young, ursulayoung@gmail.com
Chair Congregational Care Ministry
Lois & Elwin Stocking,
l.e.stocking@comcast.net
Chair United Methodist Women
Christina Capps, kl_capps@yahoo.com
Ruth Oveland, roveland@sbcglobal.net

Shannon Albert, Accountant (A/P)
X104, shannon.albert@lgumc.org
Kristy Currie, Director, Grace Preschool
408.354.7163, kristy.currie@lgumc.org
Kathy Mlinarich, Director, Live Oak Senior Nutrition
408.354.0707, kathy.mlinarich@lgumc.org
Richard Garcia, Facilities Engineer
408.627.3345

Stock donations

are a great way to support your church.
If you are interested in making such
a contribution, please contact
Cindy Cook,
LGUMC Financial Secretary,
408.354.4730 X101 or
cindy.cook@lgumc.org.
for information.
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to be removed from mail or email list:
marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org
Editor: Mary Lou Abrahamson

If you no longer wish to receive this mailing,
please mail or email to the address shown at left.
Thank You.

Our Mission

Growing as followers of Jesus Christ
who live God’s love in the world.

“Serving Christ in this Community
since 1866.”

Sr. Pastor
Pastor Jeffrey D. Hall
Please join us for in-person
Sunday Worship
10AM
or online at
lgumc.org, Facebook or YouTube

Find out more about our Ministries!
Go to www.LGUMC.org

All Welcome!
We are a Reconciling Congregation
No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins,
sexual orientation or challenging conditions.

