our nonagenarians

by Nancy Ruhle

Charles John Brooks was born on January 30, 1929, to Agnes and Nelson Brooks in Pasadena, California. He was the middle child, between a younger brother and an older half-sister, both
of them now deceased. Nelson was a carpenter by trade, but because of the Depression he
worked on a farm. The early years were tough financially, but Charles remembers life on the farm
as healthy and happy. There was no electricity and no indoor plumbing until Nelson figured out how
to tap into an irrigation line.
When Charles was in fifth grade the family moved to a four-bedroom house in Altadena. The
school district had a 6/4/4 system: Six years plus kindergarten in elementary, four years in junior
high, and four years in Pasadena Junior College. Charles worked delivering newspapers morning
and evening in junior high for two years, then worked in a grocery store after school. In junior high
he played the trumpet in the band. In junior college he worked after school in a drug store.
Charles vacillated between medicine and civil engineering as a career. Influenced by a cousin
who was a notable cardiac surgeon, a pioneer in mitral valve surgery, Charles chose medicine. He
entered UC Berkeley as a junior, and his senior year was combined with a first year in medical
school. The next three years were at San Francisco Medical School (now UCSF) where he graduated in 1953. A one-year internship at Los Angeles County Hospital followed. This was during the
polio epidemic, where there were 30 new cases per day. During his obstetrical rotation, he delivered 62 babies in one month.
The Korean War was in full swing. Charles enlisted in the Air Force and served two years. As a
flight surgeon, he was stationed in Korea, Taiwan, and Long Beach. During this period he was the
doctor for three squadrons. Due to high altitudes and high-speed diving, pilots had many ear problems. This experience was the impetus for his interest in ENT as a specialty. Following his discharge, Charles served as an ENT resident at Los Angeles County Hospital for three years, then
became Head Physician of the ENT Department under the USC Medical School at the same hospital. During this time he took a one-year fellowship doing cochlear research at Hollywood Children’s
Hospital.
It was there that he met a nurse named Romona (“Mona”) Jarvis. They married in April of 1960.
Charles describes Mona as a “super mother and a wonderful wife.” Charles and Mona subsequently had two daughters; Kimberly, born in 1961, and Theresa, born in1964. (There are now five
granddaughters.)
Charles became head of the ENT department at Los Angeles County Hospital, leaving in 1962
for San Jose where he opened his practice near O’Connor Hospital. At that time an office visit cost
$10. Charles was extremely busy, working 70 to 80 hours a week until 1985 when he reduced his
work load to 55-60 hours a week. During those years there were no ER doctors, so physicians like
Charles sometimes were called in. There was little free time for him. He did enjoy gardening and
installed the sprinkler systems himself. While in Korea he had become interested in photography,
so he has continued with that, and has a darkroom in the house.
Mona and Charles took their first real vacation in 1965, visiting Jamaica during a medical conference. They have traveled extensively since then, visiting Europe, South America, Australia, New
Zealand, Tonga and Fiji in the South Pacific, plus Alaska and Hawaii. An active man, Charles celebrated his 90th birthday by going up in a hot air balloon.
The couple has lived in Saratoga at the foothills for about 58 years where they see lots of wildlife. Thirty years ago a black bear up the road caused quite a commotion. A few weeks ago a rattle
snake enjoyed their garage, eluding attempts by Animal Control to catch it. It finally moved on, apparently having had its fill of mice.
With a Presbyterian background, Charles and Mona became regular attendees at LGUMC. They
liked Pastor Jennifer Murdoch and found the people friendly.
Asked to give advice to the younger generation, Charles said, “Do what’s right. Be honest. Do
your best. Trust in God. Be kind to your fellow men and women. And save your money; don’t waste
it on too many luxuries.”
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~ Please keep the following
persons and their families
in your prayers
for continued recovery,
care and support ~
Kern Hamilton, Doug McNeil, Aki Okuno,
Celia Palm, Charley Ann Cobb,
Kay Thoresen, Pat Salem, Anne-Marie Wiggers,
Eleanor Blumenthal, Becky Schmitt,
Peggy Rose, Debbie Kroh,
Ed & Shelley Ahn-Wong,
The Thoresen Family, The Armann Family,
The Burr Family, The Webb Family,
The Okuno Family, The Homeless,
The Hoagland Family, Our First Responders,
Prayers of Peace for all people
and all countries

serve

~ In Memoriam ~
Art Okuno
Alice Hoagland
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There are many of you creating things that the
rest of the congregation and community would
like to see. With most of our ministries on ’hold’
until we are released from this pandemic, it was
suggested that we ask our congregation to submit something that they have created while under the “stay-at-home” order, and what inspired
you to create. Your inspired creations can be
anything such as poems, paintings, baked
items, song lyrics, scribbles, photos, flower arrangements, quilts, gardening, etc., that you
would like to share.
Please take a photo and write a few lines as to
what inspired your creation, and submit to
marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org.
Now, for our next creation...
I don't tend to go crazy with Christmas decorations.
However, I do like to put an evergreen wreath on
my back gate every year. This year, because of our
Stay-at-Home order and not being able to get out, I
made my own wreath out of old tomato plants and
foliage from the park next to my house.
Keep safe and have a newly imagined Christmas!
Lani Ballard

Christmas Flashback!

Not this year, but a reminder of a different time
when Prime Time could go for lunch at
Effie’s.
Penny Herman, Renate Rohde, Ursula Young,
Ruth & Charley Oveland, Alan Young,
Lani Ballard, Jean Mundell, Louise Webb,
Peg Lang, Adrienne Zimmerman.
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1965 LGUMC News

San Jose Mercury News article
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San Jose Mercury News article
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San Jose Mercury News article
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Our wonderful organist, Joyce Rhodes, who
provides all the beautiful music for our traditional
worship services.
Photos by Pam Parisi, who’s technical vision and
expertise we could not do without.

page 13

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday, 9AM-3PM
Friday - Closed

Church Council Members
Chair of the Church Board
Jennifer Stagnaro, jennifer@stagnaro.com
Chair of the Board of Trustees
Glenn Stansbury, glennsemail@yahoo.com
Chair of Staff Parish Relations
Penny Herman, nt.advisor@comcast.net
Chair of Finance Committee
Doug Evans, eldoug1@msn.com

Chair of Health Ministries
Jo Ann Disbrow, disbrowjo@yahoo.com
Chair of Grace Preschool Board
Rita Matthews, fourwinn156@hotmail.com
Ann Reynolds, reynolds_reese@yahoo.com
Chair of LOSNSC Board
Trudy Burling, trudyburling@hotmail.com
Team Rep. of Social Justice Team
Jean Mundell, jmundell@earthlink.net

Our Ministry
& Office Staff
Reverend Kate Conolly
X215, kate.conolly@lgumc.org

Robbie Frederiksen, Youth Director
503.816.1055, youth@lgumc.org
Shelley Ahn-Wong, Children’s Ministry Director
650.492.1657, kids@lgumc.org
Marcelle Dougan, Director of Visitation
908.347.4687, marcelle.dougan@lgumc.org
Kevin McCullough, Contemporary Music Director
mckevin27@yahoo.com
Joyce Rhodes, Organist
joyce.rhodes@lgumc.org

Mary Lou Abrahamson, Ad. Min. / Communications
408.507.7140, marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org
Cindy Cook, Financial Secretary (A/R)
X211, cindy.cook@lgumc.org

Lay Member of Annual Conference
Judy Petrokas, quiltqueen@ix.netcom.com
Gail Hybarger, ca-unicorn@pacbell.net

Shannon Albert, Accountant (A/P)
X212, shannon.albert@lgumc.org

Chair of Endowment
Matthew Geisick, mattgeisick@gmail.com

Kristy Currie, Director, Grace Preschool
X226, 408.354.7163, kristy.currie@lgumc.org

Chair Outreach Team
Ursula Young, ursulayoung@gmail.com

Kathy Mlinarich, Director, Live Oak Senior Nutrition
408.354.0707, kathy.mlinarich@lgumc.org

Chair Congregational Care Ministry
Lois & Elwin Stocking,
l.e.stocking@comcast.net

Richard Garcia, Facilities Engineer
408.627.3345

Chair United Methodist Women
Christina Capps, kl_capps@yahoo.com
Ruth Oveland, roveland@sbcglobal.net
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to be removed from mail or email list:
marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org
Editor: Mary Lou Abrahamson

If you no longer wish to receive this mailing,
please mail or email to the address shown at left.
Thank You.

Our Mission

Growing as followers of Jesus Christ
who live God’s love in the world.

“Serving Christ in this Community
since 1866”

Sr. Pastor
Pastor Katherine Conolly

Until further notice,
please follow us on
lgumc.org
and join us for
Sunday Worship
10AM
lgumc, Facebook or YouTube

Find out more about our Ministries!
Go to www.LGUMC.org

All Welcome!
We are a Reconciling Congregation
No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins,
sexual orientation or challenging conditions.

