
 

 The Spire 
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Dear Friends, 
 
The church campus of my last congregation was 
built in 1962 on what was then the edge of town in 
the most desirable neighborhood in town.  Many of 
the leading business and professional people at-
tended the First Methodist Church. It was thriving 
and vibrant. One of the things the congregation was 
most proud of was the church tower with an elabo-
rate, gigantic wooden cross on top.  You could see it 
from a long distance.  It needed to be replaced in 
1986 due to rot.  At the time, there was no question 
about it being replaced. 
 
When I arrived, the congregation had been in de-
cline for a number of years.  The narthex of the 
church would regularly have water dripping down 
the columns in the fall and winter rains and we 
would need to put up caution tape.  No matter what 
was done to the roof, it still leaked.  Then we discov-
ered that it was the cross. This massive structure 
was completely water laden and needed to be re-
moved.  It was estimated that it weighed twenty-
three water logged tons.  No wonder there were 
leaks!  
 
This thing that had been viewed with pride and seen 
as making the church distinctive was literally weigh-
ing the church down and destroying it from within. 
The decision was made to not rebuild it, but to simp-
ly put a cap on the tower.  On the day the cap was 
placed on the tower, we gathered around it, placed 
hands on it and blessed it as we recognized that this 
was a new day and a time to let go of the things that 
were weighing us down.  It was a transformative 
moment.  
 
 

It became a powerful metaphor for us as we looked 
to the future.  It led us to examine what was weighing 
us down and what we needed to let go of – whether 
it be our image of ourselves, programs that had lost 
their effectiveness, church structure that was holding 
us back, an inward focus, a sense of discouragement 
and disappointment.  It helped us to let go of trying to 
recreate the past and to dream about a new future 
and a new way of being in a very different time.  It 
enabled us to recognize and respond to serendipi-
tous opportunities to be a blessing to our community.  
 
One of my greatest wishes for this year that I will 
have among you, is that you will be able to grieve 
what was, to let go of what is holding you back, to 
celebrate the many strengths that you have – and be 
able to welcome your new pastor with hope and joy 
next July.  It will take courage and also a willingness 
to be honest and transparent with ourselves and one 
another.  This is made more challenging, of course, 
by our current COVID situation.  However, I know 
God can find a way to help us in this!  
 
At this one-month point among you, please know that 
I am most grateful for God calling me to walk with 
you this year! I have met and been blessed by some 
amazing folk. I look forward to meeting more of you 
in the days ahead! May the journey continue!  
 
In ministry with you,  
 
Kate  
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We will finish up our exploration of Paul’s letter to the people of 
Philippi this month.  Paul was writing to his beloved congregation, 
never dreaming that we would be reading his letter some 2000 
years later.  I love how his words are still relevant to us today.   
I hope you can join us in worship this month!  
 

August 2     
“A Humble Spirit”     
Philippians 2:5-11 

August 9    
             “The Prize”                  

Philippians 3:4b-14 

August 16   
       “Role Models”           
Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 

August 23  
“Minding Our Thoughts”  

Philippians 4:1-9 

August 30  
“Paul’s Cure for Anxiety”  

Philippians 4:4-7 

Online Worship 
Sundays 10AM 
LGUMC Facebook page 
See worship page at LGUMC.org for  
online worship live stream information. 
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What does the Lord require of you?...Michah 6:8 

 

The LGUMC Social Justice team is up and running again with much enthusiasm.  We will 
resume discussing Social Justice issues in the same format we did during Sticky Bun Sun-
days.  We will be doing it through Zoom and not in person until the church reopens.  Be-
cause Racial Justice and Equality has been at the forefront of the many important Issues 
facing our nation, we will spend our first few sessions reconnecting with each other and dis-
cussing the racial inequalities and unrest we are now experiencing both at home and 
around the world.  Prior to scheduling a Zoom meeting we will send out a registration email 
to get a general idea of how many of you plan to attend.  The format will include a general 
meeting, then small break-out groups for sharing and discussion and then back to the gen-
eral meeting where we will summarize each of the small group discussions.  We hope you 
will look forward, as we do, to the opportunity of gathering and sharing in the Methodist tra-
dition.  More details to follow. 

We were considering an online uniform drive; however, with school openings post-
poned again, this will be put off until further notice. 

We are still hopeful that our fall jacket drive and Christmas activities will be on the cal-
endar.  More information in the September Spire.   

"Nonviolence is a powerful and just weapon. Indeed it is a weapon unique in  
history, which cuts without wounding and enables the man who wields it."  

~ Martin Luther King Jr. 



Children’s Ministry 
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Director of Children’s Ministry 
 Shelley Ahn-Wong 

kids@lgumc.org 
408.354.4730 

 

 
We are bringing Children’s Worship to your home while we are all sheltered in. 
 
Until further notice, weekly Sunday School videos, which are fun, safe and  
biblically grounded, along with worksheets, are 
emailed out so that kids can have worship  
experience at home. 
 
We love you and miss you.  
 
Let us know how we can support you. 
 
Please contact Shelley at kids@lgumc.org. 
 
 

During the month of August: 
 
 

GOD VIEW:  
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 

CREATIVITY AND GOD’S  
CHARACTER, AS SHOWN 

THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY 
 
When we look outside and see the 
beautiful world around us, we’re re-
minded that God is SO great, power-
ful, and creative.  From the birds fly-
ing high in the sky, to the planets or-
biting the sun, to animals scampering 

around the earth, each one points to God’s indescribable creativity.  Jesus 
used creativity in how He told parables, performed miracles, and helped His 
followers understand more about what it means to be part of God’s Kingdom.  
On top of that, we’re created in God’s image. We can solve problems, create 
art and music, design skyscrapers high into the sky.  When we create, we re-
flect the image of God to the world around us.   



belong             grow          serve                         
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Kindred Spirits 
 

 
 
 
Kindred Spirits is continuing to hold meetings online via Zoom.  Please 
join us when we next meet on August 12, 5PM.  Sharon Armstrong will 
email the invitation with the link just prior to the date.  If you have any 
questions please contact her, ssarmstrong@gmail.com.  We will be dis-
cussing a tale of courage and redemption in The Alice Network by Kate 
Quinn.  This historical fiction novel takes place in 1947 and weaves together the sto-
ries of two women – one a veteran of the spy network which operated in France dur-
ing World War I, and the other a young American who embarks on a search to find 
her beloved French cousin who disappeared during World War II.      
 
   
 

 
   

Shower Ministry Still Up and Running 
 
We are excited to report that every Thursday we are still safely able to provide 12 
lunches and six showers to our homeless community.  And, of course, we couldn't be 
doing any of this without the dedication of our wonderful volunteer team that provides 
lunches and monitors the showers every Thursday afternoon - Kitty Muller (and soon 
Nathan Muller), Susan Trone, Ed Burling, Eric Carlson, Karen Alfeld, Steve Alvin, 
Heather Newberry (and soon Noah Newberry), Toni Kent and her crew, and Jo Greiner 
from St. Luke's.  At a time when we all are missing each other, it is a blessing to be able 
to reach out together (with masks and gloves and at least 6 feet apart) every Thurs-
day.  Thanks to everyone for your support! 
 

Men’s Group on Saturday Morning 

We meet from 8AM to 9:30AM on Saturdays, every two weeks.  Currently Eric Carlson 
has us set up to ZOOM.  We have breakfast snacks (or NOT during this pandemic), 
chat about what we are doing and have in the past, taken walks in the woods or stud-
ied a book. It is a very informal group. 

If  you are interested contact: 
Elwin Stocking, 408.867.0901 or l.e.stocking@comcast.net 
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There are many of you creating things that the rest of the congregation and commu-
nity would like to see.  With most of our ministries on ’hold’ until we are released from 
this pandemic, it was suggested that we ask our congregation to submit something 
that they have created while under the “stay-at-home” order, and what inspired you to 
create.  Your inspired creations can be anything such as poems, paintings, baked 
items, song lyrics, scribbles, photos, flower arrangements, quilts, gardening, etc. that 
you would like to share. 
 
Please take a photo and write a few lines as to what inspired your creation, and sub-
mit to marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org. 
 
Now, for our first creation... 

“At the start of the pandemic I spent weeks unable to feel inspired to create anything 
- did any of you have that same block?  Then, an escape to the mountains opened 
that door again, and even opened up some possibilities I hadn't explored.  I began 
playing with abstract versions of landscapes I'd been trying to paint for a couple of 
years, and out came something very fun and playful which, upon reflection, I think is 
also inspired by my love of seeing God's through stained glass church windows.  
Here's my version of Crystal Bay at Lake Tahoe.” 

 
~ Marna Taylor 



~ In Memoriam ~ 
 

Tom Standifur 
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Congregational Care  
- Eyes in the Pews 

We care about the people in our congre-
gation.  We are missing seeing every-
one.  Since our seniors are the most vul-
nerable to this virus and loosing social 
time, 56 people from our congregation 
are calling or being called every 
week.  Our purpose is to bring joy, com-
fort, and connection to some of our iso-
lated congregants.  We hope that this 
will brighten their day, and they will feel 
God’s love. 

Scripture Readers Needed! 
 
We will guarantee you a captive audience!  
Read scripture yourself or with your family.  
It’s easy.  All you need is a cell phone and 
the ability to pronounce unpronounceable 
words.  
 
Please contact 
marylou.abrahamson@lgumc  
to get on our list. 

~ Please keep the following  
persons and their families  

in your prayers  
for continued recovery,  

care and support ~ 

 
Aki Okuno, Celia Palm, Charley Ann Cobb, 

Kern Hamilton,  Doug McNeil,  
Carl & Kay Thoresen, Harriet Armann,  
Linda Waldrop, Eleanor Blumenthal,  

Peggy Rose, Debbie Kroh,  
Ed & Shelley Ahn-Wong,  

Becky Schmitt, The Homeless,  
Prayers of Peace for all people  

and all countries 

 

THANK YOU from Pastor Jenn and Family 
 
Words cannot convey how grateful we are for your wonderful blessing and send off on 
our last Sunday.  We were utterly overwhelmed by your generosity and your outpour-
ing of love and appreciation.  Thank you for your kind words and beautiful cards.  
Thank you for showing up to the drive-by blessing and saying goodbye.  Thank you 
for helping raise our children and share Jesus' love with them. Thank you for so many 
wonderful years and important moments together. Thank you! Thank you! Chris, Ken-
nedy, Cooper and I continue to pray for all of you and for the wonderful things that lie 
ahead with Pastor Kate.  We look forward to the day we can meet again and cele-
brate "in person."  Until then, please know that all of us feel richly blessed and full to 
overflowing! 



 
Our Ministry  
& Office Staff 

 
Reverend Kate Conolly 
    X215, kate.conolly@lgumc.org 
 
Robbie Frederiksen, Youth Director 
    503.816.1055, youth@lgumc.org 
 
Shelley Ahn-Wong, Children’s Ministry Director 
    650.492.1657, kids@lgumc.org 
 
Marcelle Dougan, Director of Visitation 
     908.347.4687, marcelle.dougan@lgumc.org 
 
Mason Neipp, Director of Chancel Choir 
     choir@lgumc.org 
 
Kevin McCullough, Contemporary Music Director 
     kevin.mccullough@lgumc.org 
 
Joyce Rhodes, Organist 
     joyce.rhodes@lgumc.org 
                  
Mary Lou Abrahamson, Communications  
    408.507.7140, marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
  
Cindy Cook, Financial Secretary (A/R) 
    X211, cindy.cook@lgumc.org 
 
Shannon Albert, Accountant (A/P) 
    X212, shannon.albert@lgumc.org 
 
Kristy Currie, Director, Grace Preschool 
    X226, 408.354.7163, kristy.currie@lgumc.org   
 
Kathy Mlinarich, Director, Live Oak Senior Nutrition 
    408.354.0707, kathy.mlinarich@lgumc.org 
 
Richard Garcia, Facilities Engineer 
     408.627.3345 
 

Office Hours: 
 
Monday - Thursday, 9AM-3PM 
 

Friday - Closed 

 
Church Council Members 

 
Chair of the Church Board    
  Jennifer Stagnaro, jennifer@stagnaro.com 
 
Chair of the Board of Trustees  
  Larry Kroh, lkroh1@aol.com 
 
Chair of Staff Parish Relations 
  Penny Herman, nt.advisor@comcast.net 
 
Chair of Finance Committee  
  Doug Evans, eldoug1@msn.com 
 
Chair of Health Ministries    
  Jo Ann Disbrow, disbrowjo@yahoo.com 
 
Chair of Grace Preschool Board   
  Rita Matthews, fourwinn156@hotmail.com 
  Ann Reynolds, reynolds_reese@yahoo.com 
 
Chair of LOSNSC Board    
  Trudy Burling, trudyburling@hotmail.com 
 
Team Rep. of Social Justice Team    
  Jean Mundell, jmundell@earthlink.net 
 
Lay Member of Annual Conference   
             Judy Petrokas, quiltqueen@ix.netcom.com  
             Gail Hybarger, ca-unicorn@pacbell.net 
 
Chair of Endowment 
  Matthew Geisick, mattgeisick@gmail.com 
 
Chair Outreach Team  
  Ursula Young, ursulayoung@gmail.com 
 
Chair Congregational Care Ministry 
  Lois & Elwin Stocking,    
             l.e.stocking@comcast.net 
 
Chair United Methodist Women 
            Christina Capps, kl_capps@yahoo.com 
  Ruth Oveland, roveland@sbcglobal.net 
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Los Gatos United Methodist Church 
111 Church Street 
Los Gatos, CA  95030 
408.354.4730  -  www.lgumc.org 
to be removed from mail or email list: 
marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
Editor:  Mary Lou Abrahamson   

 

If you no longer wish to receive this mailing, 
please mail or email to the address shown at left.  
Thank You. 

Find out more about our Ministries!    
Go to www.LGUMC.org 

“Serving Christ in this Community 
since 1866” 

 

 

Sr. Pastor 
Pastor Katherine Conolly 

 
Until further notice, 
please follow us on 

 lgumc.org       
and join us for 

Sunday Worship  
10AM 

lgumc, Facebook or YouTube 
  
 

Our Mission 
Growing as followers of Jesus Christ  

who live God’s love in the world. 

All Welcome! 
We are a Reconciling Congregation 

No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the 
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins, 

sexual orientation or challenging conditions.   


