
Saturday, December 7, 11AM 

Los Gatos Children’s Christmas Parade 

 

Saturday, December 7, 7:30PM 

Golden Bough 

 

Sunday, December 8, 10:15AM-1PM  

Christmas Gift Faire 

 

Sunday, December 8, 2PM 

Christmas Caroling & Cookies 

 

Sunday, December 15, 10AM 

Choral Cantata celebration  

 

Tuesday. December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Services 

4PM, 6PM, 8PM 

 

Sunday, December 29 

One Worship Service, 10AM 
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“People will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and 
great glory.  Now when these things begin to take place, stand up 
and lift your heads, for your redemption is drawing near.”   
                                                                                Luke 21: 27-28 
 
The season of Advent is quickly approaching, a season for the com-
ing of Christ.  It’s a time to reflect upon the birth of Jesus, both long 
ago, and right now in our hearts and in our community.  Our culture 
uses this time to draw our attention to the products we want for 
Christmas.  We are sold images of “perfect Christmases” where the 
house is beautiful, the food inventive, the gifts are memorable, and 
the family never fights.  Most of us spend the month of December try-
ing to attain such a perfect Christmas, so our days are filled with 
shopping carts, long lines, and unfinished lists.  This is our culture’s 
Christmas, but the Advent of faith is something else.  Advent invites 
us to be mindful of our need for God; not our need for more things 
and activities.  It is a time for noticing what remains incomplete and 
growing; a time of waiting and longing.  
 
What do you long for?  I mean way down deep in your heart, what do 
you long for?  What is your soul hungry for?  Not just what stuff do 
you wish you had, but what do you need for your redemption?  What 
would YOUR salvation look like?   
 
Don’t answer these questions right away.  Spend some time in pray-
er and contemplation with these questions over the next month.  
Write down your responses.  That is what Advent is for.  This Christ-
mas let God write your list.  Redemption is drawing near – look within 
and be ready for the birth of Christ. 
 
Peace and Joy, 
 

Pastor Jenn 



December 1      
Bah Humbug! Making Change 

              John 1: 14-18 

              Holy Communion 9:15 and 11 
 

December 8     
The Remembrance of Christmas Past:  
Hope from Heartbreak 

               Isaiah 9:2,6 and Luke 2: 8-14 

               Worship 9:15 and 11 

               Christmas Gift Faire 10AM-12:30PM 
 

December 15    
The Life of Christmas Present!   
Choral Cantata Celebration 

               One Worship Service 10 AM 

               Christmas Fellowship Time to follow 
 

December 22   
The Hope of Christmas Future:  
Death Defying Acts 

               Worship 9:15 and 11 

               Luke 4: 18-19 and Romans 8: 4b-17 
 

Christmas Eve    
4:00 Service for Children and Families 

6:00  Contemporary Worship with  
               Open House Praise Band 

8:00 Traditional Worship with Chancel Choir 
 

December 29   God Bless Us Everyone! 
                          John 1: 1-14 

                         One Worship Service 10 AM 
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4pm    Children & Family Service 

6pm    Contemporary Worship 

8pm    Traditional Worship 

God Bless us Everyone:  
The Redemption of Scrooge 

 

Our Advent and Christmas worship will take its cue 
from the classic Dickens’ novel, A Christmas Carol 
and Matt Rawle’s book, The Redemption of 
Scrooge.  Most of us are familiar with the charac-
ter of Ebenezer Scrooge. Dickens’ chronicles his 
transformation from a cold, miserly businessman 
to a man full of kindness and generosity.  Scrooge 
encounters a series of revelations about his own 
life through the appearances of three ghostly spir-
its: the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and 
Future. These encounters help him change his life 
and release him from the shackles of his spiritual 
bondage.  A Christmas Carol is more than a secu-
lar story.  It parallels the transformation that 
Christ’s birth begins within us and the world.  In 
this series, we will discover that living in God’s 
economy of grace and justice is healing balm for 
the self-focused, hectic, money-driven world in 
which we live.  Just as God’s presence was born 
anew into this world, we too can be born anew, 
awakened and redeemed for joy, generosity, love 
and peace.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

 



 

 
To participate, select a tag with a child’s name and information about him or 
her from the Count Your Blessings table, then register the tag with a volun-
teer carrying a  clipboard.  Tags can be selected from the Christmas tree by 
the entrance to the sanctuary. 
 
One group of children is from McKinley Elementary School where 95% of 
the children are from low income families (Great Schools Rating).  Other 
children attend Head Start or a state pre-school.  Both provide services to 
children from low-income families.   
 
Purchase and wrap your gift, then return it to church by the morning of  
December 8.  That date is important to remember because gift deliveries 
begin the next day.  

 
If you are interested in coordinating this project next year, see Carol Crow 

or a member of the Outreach Committee. 

4 

Children’s Gift Tree 

 
Celtic folk music will again fill our sanctuary as Golden Bough returns for its 
annual concert on Saturday, December 7.  This year’s performance will be 
especially poignant, as we remember that our own Ron and Anna Green 
were instrumental in bringing this group to our church many years ago.  The 
performance will begin at 7:30PM; tickets will be sold at the door, and be-
tween services on November 24 and December 1.  Tickets are $20 for adults, 
$15 for seniors and youth, and $5 for children under 12.  They may also be 
purchased through https://goldenbough-lgumc2019.eventbrite.com. 
 
 
 

Golden Bough 



 

Christmas Gift Faire 

            ~ An Alternative to Material Gifting ~ 
 
The annual Christmas Gift Faire will be on Sunday, December 8, 
in the social hall after each service.  Over twenty non-profit 
groups will explain what they do to help make the world a better 

place.  As in the past, you will have the opportunity to browse among the exhibits, 
talk with fellow shoppers, nibble on food donated by members of our congregation, 
and “gift” people on your Christmas list with a donation to a worthy cause.  A de-
scription of the organization that you choose and your choice of several gift cards 
will also be provided.   
 
Shares of donations are $10 each, but children under twelve may purchase up to 
five $1 shares.  Program descriptions will be online after November 15 for those 
who would like to read about the various groups, or who would like to send in their 
order by mail.  Order form on page 12. 
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We will meet for Christmas Caroling to the homebound on Sunday,  
December 8, 2PM,   We will also be distributing cookies as we visit so, 
please, bring some of your wonderful homemade (or store-bought) 
cookies! 

 
Contact Marcelle Dougan to sign up, seminars@lgumc.org 

Christmas Caroling & Cookies 
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Director of Children’s Ministry 
 Shelley Ahn-Wong 

kids@lgumc.org 
408.354.4730 

 

Children’s  
Advent Wreath 

 

Children will be making kid-
friendly Advent wreaths dur-
ing the first Sunday in De-
cember.  For those who will 
not be available that Sunday, 
contact Shelley to reserve 
your kit.  
 

Merry  

Christmas! 

Sunday School 
Teachers are Needed!
We are looking for a 
few more teachers to 
teach once a month 
during 11AM Service. 
Please contact Shelley 
at kids@lgumc.org for 
further information. 
 
 
Messy Church 
A new kind of non-
traditional church for 
everyone!  You (all ag-
es) are invited to our 
next Messy Church,  
scheduled for January 
26, 2020, 11AM - 1PM 
@ Social Hall. 
Please rsvp @ 
kids@lgumc.org  

mailto:kids@lgumc.org
mailto:kids@lgumc.org


Our Courtyard Oak Must (Sadly!) Come Down 
 
Our arborist has recommended that our cherished courtyard Coastal Live Oak 
needs to be taken down due to its poor structural condition and location in a 
high traffic area.  His report states that “the tree is vulnerable to falling because 
of the extensive fungal decay which has degraded strength of the supporting 
hardwood, and cannot be effectively managed by pruning or other means.” 
He further recommended that given the approaching rainy season, removal 
should take place as soon as possible. 
 
The report was reviewed by the arborist for the Town of Los Gatos, and a re-
moval permit approved. 
 
We shared this report with four well qualified tree contractors to get their esti-
mates, and have chosen one that will begin the process over several Saturdays 
in November. 
 
Want to help out? Your donations will help us to defray the estimated cost of 
$12,000 to remove the tree and comply with the Town of Los Gatos tree re-
placement requirements. 
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Our 

Old 

Oak 

Tree 

 
with the Divine 
Design ladies. 
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For ratings & reviews: 
http://www.jrholman.com/ 

 
Our Christmas Luncheon for Prime Time will be held at Effiie’s Restaurant, Hacienda Ave.,  
Campbell, on Thursday, December 12,11:30AM.  If you wish to carpool, please meet at the 
public parking lot behind Chase Bank’s parking lot at 11:15AM, or if you plan on driving directly 
to the restaurant, please let us know.   
 
We will be exchanging White Elephant gifts once again this year, so please bring a wrapped 
gift to share (limit on cost, $20).  If you are bringing a guest, be sure to bring a gift for them as 
well.  Please note: your gift may be a re-gifted one as long as it wasn't from our group last year 
or it could be something you had on hand but no longer wish to keep.  All should be in like-new 
condition.  
 
Cost for each person will be your lunch and the gift you bring.   
 
Looking forward to our Christmas celebration with our Prime Time friends and any guests they 
bring along.  As the saying goes, “the more the merrier." 
 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas! 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 
 

Contact Adrienne Zimmerman, dancers2@aol.com, 408.356.5334   
Ursula Young, ursulayoung@gmail.com, 408.354.7739 
Anne-Marie Wiggers, mom@thewiggers, 408.255.9739 

Kindred Spirits 
 

Merry Christmas!  Kindred Spirits does not meet in December.  We 
look forward to seeing you in the New Year.  Our October meeting 
had to be cancelled due to the power outage; therefore our January 
meeting will be a “make up” discussion of our 2019 mystery selection 
The Dry by Jane Harper.  All are welcome to join us on January 8,  
7:30PM, in the Art Gallery. 

belong             grow          serve                         

 

Movie selections for our next meeting are: 
A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 
Harriet 
Ford v. Ferrari 
The Irishman 
Knives Out 

Our December 14 meeting will be at Jan and 
Richard Holman's home in Los Altos, starting 
at noon for our annual soup lunch.  

mailto:dancers2@aol.com
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Thank you so much for all the warm coats, vests, jackets and suits you donated during our 
October Jackets for Jack-o-Lanterns coat drive.  35 children's jackets were delivered to 
Head Start and State preschool, and 45 jackets for small children and adults were dropped 
off at the San Jose Family shelter and were greatly appreciated.  

GREAT DECISIONS  
NEXT YEAR:   

SAVE THE DATES! 
 
Social Justice and League 
of Women voters will again 
offer a Great Decisions 
class early next year.  It’s 
an ideal way to learn about 
and discuss contemporary 
issues and concerns.  As 
you make plans for next 
year, save the first and 
third Wednesdays of Feb-
ruary, March, and April. 

belong             grow          serve                         



          our nonagenarians                                    by Nancy Ruhle  

They’ve been married for 68 years, and they are celebrating their ninetieth birthdays within 
seven weeks of each other.  Marie (Evans) Burr was born on November 3, 1929.  William 
“Bill” Burr entered the world on December 21, 1929. 

They lived quite different childhoods.  Marie grew up on a farm ten miles from Stanberry, 
Missouri.  She was number eight of fifteen children, of whom two died in infancy.  Although Mr. 
Evans was a good farmer, there were many mouths to feed, and these were the Depression 
years; consequently, the family was poor.  There were no toys, so the children made their own 
fun with creative games.  Marie loved school, which was a two-and-a-half-mile walk from home. 

Bill grew up in Maryville, Missouri.  His father was a teacher (later a superintendent of 
schools), and his mother ran a Board and Care business in the family’s large Victorian home. 
The Burrs also owned farms, so Bill was back and forth between town and the farms.  He had 
three older sisters.  When he was five, Bill contracted pneumonia, which meant that he started 
school a year later than his peers. 

Upon graduation from high school, Marie was offered a job teaching in a one room country 
school.  To do so, she had to take some courses at Northwest Missouri Teachers College in 
Maryville.  She obtained her room and board with Mrs. Burr.  Because Bill had been delayed 
starting school, he was still in high school.  Marie considered him “just a younger guy.” 

Bill went on to the University of Missouri where he majored in journalism.  When he went 
home for the summer, there was Marie, once again boarding while she took courses at the 
Teachers College.  This time he caught Marie’s interest, and the couple started dating.  

The following year Marie had tired of teaching, and she became a secretary with an insur-
ance company in Omaha, Nebraska.  When Bill was a junior, the two married on September 8, 
1951. The Korean War was in full swing, which meant that Bill was eligible for the draft upon 
graduation. He joined the Air Force and was sent to St. Louis, Missouri, where he remained for 
three-and-a-half years. Because of his degree in journalism, Bill was assigned to the Publica-
tions squadron. Meanwhile, Marie worked as a secretary for Travelers Insurance.  In 1955, 
daughter Jeannette was born. 

When the squadron was dissolved, Bill was assigned to Lackland Air Force Base in San 
Antonio, Texas, for his final six months.  A second daughter, Virginia, was born there in 1957. 

Following discharge, the family returned to Maryville while Bill job-searched.  In 1957 he 
joined IBM and was sent to Endicott, New York, where he spent 34 years with the company.  
Bill worked closely with technical people, writing and editing. 

In 1960, son William was born.  For ten years the family remained in Endicott where Marie 
was busy raising kids and volunteering.  Bill became an excellent photographer, and both loved 
to travel; in those early years, that meant lots of camping, including tent camping. 

In 1967, Bill was assigned to IBM’s campus in San Jose. The family moved to Monte Sere-
no where Bill and Marie have lived ever since.  They continued their passion for travel, visiting 
at least three quarters of the states and numerous countries around the world.  Both are avid 
readers, reading being Marie’s favorite pastime. 

Bill was raised as a Methodist; Marie came from a southern Baptist family.  After marriage 
they started attending a Methodist church and have been faithful Methodists ever since.  They 
joined LGUMC where Marie worked as Office Manager for ten years.  Following that, she 
worked as Executive Secretary for the Los Gatos Planning Department from 1985 to 1995. 

Bill and Marie have been actively involved with family and community their whole lives, on-
ly slowing down in recent years.  As Marie said, “Life has been great!” 

Asked what advice for living they would give to younger generations, they answered as 
follows: 

Bill: “Be open-minded and consider the other person’s point of view.” 
Marie: “Get your education. It’s important to learn and be aware of the world and open-

minded.” 
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Church Conference 
Tuesday,  

December 3,  
7PM  

All invited! 
  

belong             grow          serve                         

Prime Time Friends 
Sunnyvale Heritage Museum, November 14.  

 
Thank you all for your prayers, concern and so many beautiful cards of 
condolence.  We are doing okay, thanks to all your support.  We know 
you all loved Win and that, in itself, is comforting. 
                          
                                                                     ~ Phyllis Weber & Family 
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Our Ministry  
& Office Staff 

 
Pastor Jennifer Murdock 
    X215, jennifer.murdock@lgumc.org 
 
Robbie Frederiksen, Youth Director 
    X216, youth@lgumc.org 
 
Shelley Ahn-Wong, Children’s Ministry Director 
    X225, kids@lgumc.org 
 
Marcelle Dougan, Director of Visitation 
     908.347.4687, marcelle.dougan@lgumc.org 
 
Mason Neipp, Director of Chancel Choir 
     choir@lgumc.org 
 
Kevin McCullough, Contemporary Music Director 
     kevin.mccullough@lgumc.org 
 
Joyce Rhodes, Organist 
     joyce.rhodes@lgumc.org 
                  
Mary Lou Abrahamson, Communications  
    408.507.7140, marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
  
Cindy Cook, Financial Secretary (A/R) 
    X211, cindy.cook@lgumc.org 
 
Shannon Albert, Accountant (A/P) 
    X212, shannon.albert@lgumc.org 
 
Kristy Currie, Director , Grace Preschool 
    X226, 408.354.7163, kristy.currie@lgumc.org   
 
Kathy Mlinarich, Director, Live Oak Senior Nutrition 
    408.354.0707, kathy.mlinarich@lgumc.org 
 
Richard Garcia, Facilities Engineer 
     408.627.3345 
 

New office hours starting soon: 
 
Monday - Thursday, 9AM-3PM 
 

Friday - Closed 

 
Church Council Members 

 
Chair of the Church Board    
  Jennifer Stagnaro, jennifer@stagnaro.com 
 
Chair of the Board of Trustees  
  Larry Kroh, lkroh1@aol.com 
 
Chair of Staff Parish Relations 
  Penny Herman, nt.advisor@comcast.net 
 
Chair of Finance Committee  
  Doug Evans, eldoug1@msn.com 
 
Chair of Health Ministries    
  Jo Ann Disbrow, disbrowjo@yahoo.com 
  Linda Waldrop, twaldrop@sbcglobal.net  
 
Chair of Grace Preschool Board   
  Rita Matthews, fourwinn156@hotmail.com 
  Ann Reynolds, reynolds_reese@yahoo.com 
 
Chair of LOSNSC Board    
  Trudy Burling, trudyburling@hotmail.com 
 
Team Rep. of Social Justice Team    
  Jean Mundell, jmundell@earthlink.net 
 
Lay Member of Annual Conference   
             Judy Petrokas, quiltqueen@ix.netcom.com  
             Gail Hybarger, ca-unicorn@pacbell.net 
 
Chair of Endowment 
  Matthew Geisick, mattgeisick@gmail.com 
 
Chair Outreach Team  
  Ursula Young, ursulayoung@gmail.com 
 
Chair Congregational Care Ministry 
  Lois & Elwin Stocking,    
             l.e.stocking@comcast.net 
 
Chair United Methodist Women 
            Christina Capps, kl_capps@yahoo.com 
  Ruth Oveland, roveland@sbcglobal.net 
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In observance of the holiday, the Church Office 
will be closed December 24-27. 
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The Spire 

Los Gatos United Methodist Church 
111 Church Street 
Los Gatos, CA  95030 
408.354.4730  -  www.lgumc.org 
to be removed from mail or email list: 
marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
Editor:  Mary Lou Abrahamson   

 

If you no longer wish to receive this mailing, 
please mail or email to the address shown at left.  
Thank You. 

Find out more about our Ministries!    
Go to www.LGUMC.org 

“Serving Christ in this Community 
since 1866” 

 

 
Pastor 

Pastor Jennifer Murdock 
 

      Sunday Worship  
9:15AM Traditional Worship Service 

11AM Open House Contemporary Worship Service 
 

Children’s Ministry 
9:15AM & 11:15AM 
(Preschool—Grade 5)  

 

Childcare  
 9:15AM and 11:15AM 

Newborn—3 years 
 

Youth Groups 
Sr. & Jr. High 

  

Our Mission 
Growing as followers of Jesus Christ  

who live God’s love in the world. 

All Welcome! 
We are a Reconciling Congregation 

No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the 
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins, 

sexual orientation or challenging conditions.   


